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TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Schicksalslied, op. 54, Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)

“Song of Destiny”

Text: Friedrich Holderin (1770-1843)

Translations
Inr wandelt droben im Licht

Auf weichem Boden, selige Genien!

Glanzende, Gotterluft
RUhren euch leicht,

Wie die Finger der Kunstlerin
Heilige Saiten.

Schicksallos, wie der schlafende

Sdugling, atmen die Himmlischen;

Keusch bewahrt

In bescheidner Knospe
BlUhet ewig

Ihnen der Geist,

Und die seligen Augen
Blicken in stiller,

Ewiger Klarheit.

Doch uns ist gegeben

Auf keiner Statte zu ruhn;

Es schwinden, es fallen

Die leidenden Menschen
Blindlings von einer

Stunde zur andern,

Wie Wasser von Klippe

Zu Klippe von Klippe

Jahrlang ins Ungewisse hinab.

You walk above in the light

on soft ground, blessed spirits!
Glistening, divine breezes

touch you lightly,

just as the fingers of the fair artist
play the sacred harpstrings.

Free from fate, like the sleeping
infant, celestial spirits breathe;
chastely protected

in its modest bud,

their spirit

blooms forever,

and their blessed eyes

gaze in calm,

eternal clarity.

Yet we are given

no place to rest;

we suffering humans
vanish and fall
blindly from one hour
to the next,

like water flung

from cliff to cliff
endlessly down intfo the unknown.

(continued)



A Silence Haunts Me, Jake Runestad (b. 1986)
after Beethoven's Helligenstadt Testament (October, 1802)

A Silence Haunts Me
after Beethoven's Heiligenstadt Testament
by Todd Boss
Hear me brothers | have a confess i on pa i nful to
make S i x years I have endured a curse that deepens every
day They say that soon | "Il cease to hear the very
mus i ¢ of my soul What should be the sense most perfect
in me fails me shames me taunts  me
A s i lence haunts me They ask me Do You
hear the shepherd s i ng i ng favoff soft They ask
me Do you hear a d i stant fluting danc i ng
joyously aloft No I thinksoNo I th i nk so No
God am | Prometheus exiled inchainsforgifting

humank i nd my fire Take my feel i ng Take  my
s i ght Take my wings midflight but let me hear
the sear i ng roar of a i r before I score the ground Why S i lence
is God s reply and so I beg me take
my l i fe when lo I hear a grace and feela ringing

in me after all So now as leaves of autumn fall I
make my mark and s i gn my name and turn aga i n to
touch my flﬂme uf mus i ¢ to the world a broken man as best
I can As ever Faithfully Yours A bell A bell

Hear me and be well



